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Transition of Africa from the old world to the new world
Africa is the continent considered as the cradle of human life for it has the record of each stage in the human development. The continent has also been associated with darkness in most of the narratives that have gone round for decades. The new generation is acting as the main drivers of change in Africa while most leaders seem willing to be more responsible in the continent’s affairs.  Although the forces of change have been underway, there are some experiences that cannot be avoided when narrating the transition of Africa from the old world to the new world. The significant part of the narrative is the experience of the middle passage.
The middle passage is the a term used to refer to part of trade where Africans were enslaved and  packed onto ships and transported to the West Indies through the Atlantic ocean. Clearly it was an experience that was brutal to the captives who were forced to exercise, work and serve, primarily to enrich Americans and Europeans while suffering inhuman conditions and atrocities. The comprehensive narrative of this experience is crucial because it was one of the worst things ever done by the European cultures and the collaborating African cultures and led to the establishment of the current over 150 million black populations in the Americas. Also it is in this experience where around four million captives died on board the ships as a result of starvation and overcrowding. Weather conditions also affected the captives who would sail for a period of five months. Plantations owners bought the surviving slaves on arrival so as to work for them in North America, South America and The Caribbean. 

A popular literature has painted this part of the slave experience as uniquely evil and inherently more inhuman that any of the others horrors of the slave life(Klein 130). Slaves were taken from their homes and was forcibly traded.One cannot, of course, mention the Middle Passage without eliciting the horrors of tightly packed men, women and children chained together, to keep them from rebelling, or from choosing the suicidal fate of jumping overboard. The mortality of captives in Africa, therefore, included not only losses among those headed for export at the Atlantic coast but the additional losses among those destined for export to Orient among those captured and transported to serve African masters(Engerman and Inkori 117). The death that the slaves went through while they were being shipped was crucial and insane. It shows how the Middle Passage was the most terrifying journey for the slaves. The terror of the slaves in the manner in which they was carried and the mortality that they suffered, proves how the slaves was treated ruthlessly during the Middle Passage.


Another importance of the middle stage experience is that it is was  mark of change in the way many people lived and knew lives in a very different environment compared to the one they were used to. The fact that those people adapted the new culture helps to explain their experience and it provides a light to guide us on how to correct long-lasting effects and results of a culture. The middle passage is significance for it tied together the trade between South America, America, Europe and Africa. Slaves played a major role for they are the ones who worked to produce and pack the product and would get food and clothes in return. It should be noted that although the collaborating African cultures knew that slavery was unethical, the goods they were getting on the trade were both helpful and had good exchange value.

Examination into the true heart of experience and meaning, Charles Johnson’s Middle Passage looks at the structures of identity and the total transformation of the self. The novel talks about the hidden assumptions of human and literary identity and brings to view the real problems of these assumptions through different ideas of allusion and appropriation. As the novel tells Rutherford Calhoun’s transformation of un-awareness allows him to cross “the sea of suffering” (209) making him forget who he really is. The novel brings forth the roots of human “being” and the true complications and troubles of African American experiences. Stuck between posed questions of identity, the abstract body is able to provide important insight into the methods and meanings in Middle Passage.

As the transition of Africa from the old world to the new world happens it is crucial to be aware of the experiences that were taking place so as to get the whole picture of the reasons behind most of the developments that are being witnessed today. The middle stage experience is very crucial because it gives in-depth information on the context in which Africa evolved. The experience brought enormous profits to the traders and also supplied a major work force to the new world. It also helps us understand the callousness to human suffering that the slaves were subjected to.
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